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management bigwigs assemble with scientific congress organiser Ben Goldacre at the Royal Society
in London By Katherine Verran (Reuters Health) - From appointing presidents to setting ethics
guidelines, meeting venue selection and choosing among kitchen types, the work of a scientific
journal can be pretty damn complicated. But a new online resource is attempting to make it a little
simpler - at least if your journal has any money at stake. Ben Goldacre, the author of books including
"Bad Science" and "Bad Pharma," is leading the charge on "Journal Transparency," a new online
resource that aims to make it easier for authors, editors, reviewers and other journal staff to gain a
better understanding of their organization's policies and procedures, and to keep others from finding
out too much about them. "There are so many of these policies that it's going to take years before
we reach a complete understanding of the required components," Goldacre told Reuters Health by
phone. "So, in a very cynical way, we put together a site that makes it as simple as possible for
people to find out what's going on and who has ownership of their data and who has the right to
make decisions for them and what kind of training they need." The goal is to leave as little mystery
as possible when it comes to research published in science journals, and to make their policies and
procedures more transparent, Goldacre said. "Our aim is to force transparency for science publishers
into the 21st century," Goldacre said. "We want people to have the information that they need to
understand
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